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SLA TASK FORCE HOLDS OPENING MEETING 
Initial Meeting Focuses on 500 Foot Rule, License Classes and Renewals 

  
            New York – (October 19, 2006) –  Members of the New York State Legislature, local 
government leaders, law enforcement officials, industry representatives and State Liquor 
Authority (SLA) personnel met to begin a comprehensive review of policies for licensing, 
restaurants, cabarets, and nightclubs.  The Task Force was called to refine existing laws, 
regulations and policies to better balance the needs of the affected parties and ensure compliance 
with the law.  Task force recommendations will be made to SLA Chairman Daniel Boyle by 
December 31, 2006. 
  
            The Task Force, chaired by SLA Commissioner Noreen Healey, is charged with 
analyzing the Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Law and regulations pertaining to on-premises 
linsensure.  The Task Force is addressing licensing policies and will make recommendations for 
revisions to the on-premise application.  In an effort to obtain a wide range of expertise, opinions 
and insight, Commissioner Healey appointed a diverse group of members from across the State.  
The Task Force includes members from the NYS Legislature, local government officials, 
community board members, legal experts, industry representatives, law enforcement officials, 
and nightclub, restaurant and bar owners.    
  
 “It was important for the SLA to listen to the members of the task force as they bring a 
variety of experience, insight, and perspectives to the table,” said State Liquor Authority 
Commissioner and Task Force Chair Noreen Healey.   
  
 Borough President Scott M. Stringer said, "I am pleased that the SLA is reviewing the 
standards of liquor licensure through a taskforce made up of many relevant stakeholders. 
Changes to the current laws and regulations are necessary to allow residents and licensees to co-
exist in our communities. I look forward to a full discussion of these issues." 
 

 

 



State Assemblywoman Deborah Glick said, "I am very pleased that Commissioner 
Healey has convened this Task Force.  If the community has a sense that there is proper 
enforcement, they will have fewer problems with these licensees.” 
 

Robert Bookman, counsel for the New York Nightlife Association said, "The industry is 
thrilled to be included in this important discussion. We are pleased with the balance of opinions 
present, a balance that will foster the growth of the industry as well as to protect the interests of 
the communities." 

 
Scott Wexler, Executive Director of the Empire State Restaurant and Tavern Association 

said, "The Task Force meeting was a wonderful, productive exchange of ideas of how to improve 
the licensing process.  It really was a collaborative effort taking into account the diverse interests 
of industry, community and law enforcement.” 

  
Albany Chief of Police James Tuffy said, "Since Chairman Boyle has been with the SLA 

there has been a marked improvement in the response to problems we have had with licensees.   
We have been able to reach out to him and the issue gets taken care of." 
  

A focus of the initial Task Force meeting was an analysis of the 500 Foot and 200 Foot 
Rules.  Under the “200 Foot Rule” no full liquor license, meaning spirits, wine and beer, can be 
issued if an establishment is on the same street and within 200 feet of a school, church, 
synagogue or other place of worship.  The rule also applies to liquor stores.  There are two 
exceptions under the law; if the establishment existed prior to the enactment of the law or if the 
establishment was present prior to the school or place of worship.  The 200 Foot Rule does not 
apply to what are referred to as on-premises wine licenses, which allow a business to sell beer or 
wine for consumption on the premises.   

  
The “500 Foot Rule” prohibits the Authority from issuing a full liquor license for on-

premises establishments when there are already three or more establishments with full liquor 
licensees within 500 feet.  The law provides only two exceptions.  Those establishments that 
were operating prior to the laws’ enactment were grandfathered in.  In addition, the Authority 
may also approve the application if, after consulting with the municipality or community board, 
it determines that granting the license would be in the public interest. 
  
             “Today’s meeting was a great start in our effort to develop and implement a balanced set of 
recommendations over the next three months,” said Commissioner Healey.  “I am confident that the 
members of the Task Force, with their collective experience and knowledge, will develop 
comprehensive proposals to help us refine our application and regulatory policies.”     
   
            The State Liquor Authority regulates and controls the manufacture, sale and distribution 
of alcoholic beverages within the State.  The Authority works with local law enforcement 
agencies and localities across the State to ensure compliance with the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Law.  In addition, the Authority issues and renews licenses and permits to 
manufacturers, distributors, wholesalers and retailers of alcoholic beverages. 
 



TASK FORCE MEMBERS 
 

 
Elected Officials: 
 
Senator Martin Connor 
250 Broadway, Suite 2011 
New York, New York 10007-2536 
 
Senator Thomas K. Duane 
New York State Senate 
322 Eighth Avenue, Suite 1700 
New York, New York 10001 
 
Senator Serphin Maltese 
Senate Room 413 
71-04 Myrtle Avenue 
Glendale, New York 11385 
 
Senator Frank Padavan 
89-39 Gettysburg Street 
Bellerose, NY, NY 11426 
 
Senator Nick Spano 
1 Executive Boulevard 
Yonkers, New York 10701 
 
Speaker of the Assembly Sheldon Silver 
Paul Goldstein 
250 Broadway, Suite 2307 
New York, New York 10007 
 
Assembly Member Deborah J. Glick 
853 Broadway, Suite 2120 
New York, New York 10003 
 
Manhattan Borough President Scott M. Stringer 
Felicia Feinerman 
1 Centre Street, 19th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
 
 
 
 
 



 
New York City: 
 
 
Office of Council Speaker Christine Quinn 
Lauren Axelrod 
David Pristin 
250 Broadway, 15th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
 
 
Community Groups/Leaders/Community Boards: 
 
Susan Stetzer 
Manhattan Community Board No. 3 
59 East 4th Street 
New York, New York 10007 
 
J. Lee Compton 
Manhattan Community Board No. 4 
330 West 42nd Street, 26th Floor 
New York, New York 10036 
 
Giovanna Reid 
District Manager 
Queens Community Board No. 3  
82-11 37th Avenue, Suite 606 
Jackson Heights, New York 11372 
 
Industry Representatives: 
 
Scott Wexler 
Empire State Restaurant & Tavern Association 
40 Sheridan Avenue 
Albany, New York 12210 
 
Robert Bookman, Esq. 
NYC Nightlife Association 
325 Broadway, Suite 501 
New York, New York 10007 
 
Steven W. Harris, Esq. 
New York State Beer Wholesalers Association 
90 South Swan Street, Suite 400 
Albany, New York 12210 
 



 
 
 
 
Law Enforcement: 
 
 
From the Office of Mayor Bloomberg 
John Feinblatt 
NYC Criminal Justice Coordinator 
1 Centre Street, 10th Floor 
New York, New York 10007 
Ms. Shari Hyman 
Director/ Mayor’s Office of Special Enforcement 
 
New York City Police Department 
Susan Petito 
Assistant Commissioner 
Intergovernmental Affairs 
Deputy Police Chief Brian J. Conroy 
Commanding Officer, Vice Enforcement Division 
New York City Police Department 
1 Police Plaza, Room 1200 
New York, New York 10038 
 
Chauncey Parker 
New York State Division of Criminal Justice Services 
Four Tower Place 
Albany, New York 12203 
 
Albany Police Chief James Tuffey 
Public Safety Building 
165 Henry Johnson Blvd. 
Albany, New York 12210 
 
 
Nicoletta J. Caferri, Esq. 
Deputy Bureau, Appeals Bureau 
Queens County District Attorney’s Office 
125-01 Queens Boulevard 
Kew Gardens, New York 11415 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
State Liquor Authority: 
 
Kerri O’Brien 
Director of Licensing Operations 
80 South Swan Street, Suite 900 
Albany, New York 12210 
 
 
Jacqueline Held 
Acting Secretary to the Board  
80 South Swan Street, Suite 900 
Albany, New York 12210 
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