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EMERGENCY SUSPENSION ISSUED FOR MANHATTAN BAR
50 Minors Packed into Overcrowded Bar Leads to Emergency Suspension

Albany, NY — The New York State Liquor Authority (SLA) suspended the license of Vargomez
Corporation, doing business as “Mary Ann’s” at 300 East 5™ Street in Manhattan. The
suspension was ordered by Members of the SLA, Chairman Vincent Bradley and
Commissioner Kevin Kim at a regular meeting of the Full Board on Tuesday February 16,
2016. Effective immediately, no alcohol can be served or consumed on the premises.

On January 30, 2016, New York City Police Department (NYPD) officers from the 9" Precinct
responded to a 911 call reporting underage drinking at the bar. Upon arrival, NYPD officers
found the doors of the bar locked and observed numerous patrons appearing to be under
twenty-one years of age drinking at the over-crowded bar. After gaining entry to the premises,
NYPD officers documented sales to fifty underage patrons, forty-two of which were 18 and
younger, including five 16 year olds and one 15 year old teenager.

On February 12, 2016, the SLA charged Mary Ann’s bar with 55 violations, including 50
separate sales to minors, failure to supervise, and code violations for exceeding maximum
capacity and having locked doors. The licensee, present at the time of the incident, was also
arrested.

“In addition to demonstrating a total disregard for the law by blatantly catering to minors, this
licensee further jeopardized the health and safety of these young patrons by crowding them
into a locked bar to avoid detection by law enforcement,” SLA Chairman Vincent Bradley said.
“The SLA will not tolerate these illegal, flagrant and dangerous violations.”

The State Administrative Procedure Act authorizes a State agency to summarily suspend a
license when the agency finds that public health, safety, or welfare requires emergency
action. When the SLA summarily suspends a license, it also serves a Notice of Pleading
alleging one or more disciplinary violations. In invoking a summary suspension, the SLA has
deemed the violation to be sufficiently serious upon initial review to warrant an immediate
suspension.

The SLA’s decision to summarily suspend a license is not a final determination on the merits of
the case. The licensee is entitled to an expedited hearing before an administrative law judge.
An order of summary suspension remains in effect until such time as it is modified by the SLA
or a reviewing Court.
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